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June 19th Choral Workshop

RCCO Traveling Clinician, Stephanie Mar-
tin (ARCCO), is leading a choral/
conducting workshop at Knox Presbyterian
Church on Saturday, June 19. This will be
a great opportunity for singers, conduc-
tors, organists, and other instrumentalists
to learn from one of
Canada's premiere
Choral Conductors.

Ms. Martin is Associ-
ate Music Professor
at York University.
She holds degrees
from the University
of Toronto and Wil-
ford Laurier Univer-
Stephanie Martin .
sity.
Clinician
Workshop Rep-

ertoire List:

Thomas Tallis — If Ye Love Me
Healey Willan- O Sacred Feast
Healey Willan — Rise up my Love

Stephanie Martin — God so Loved the World

Stephanie Martin — Ave Verum
Mark Sirret — Thou Shalt Know Him

Nancy Telfer - Let Us Pause

Please see page 6-7 for Registration Details

Iceberg Ahead: The CSO

It is no secret that attendance at CSO concerts over the
last several years has been dispiriting. Only occasionally
have we had audiences of over 70, and more than once
we have had less than 30. This, despite having artists of
the highest calibre, whom, we had hoped, would bring in
larger crowds. We are now at a very real crossroads
where we must decide if the CSO can—or should—
survive.

At the joint executive meeting of the RCCO (Calgary
Centre) and CSO on May 16, much discussion was spent
on the subject of the viability of the CSO. The last sev-
eral years have seen a decrease in memberships, sea-
son ticket sales, and, as | just said, concert attendance;
what was once a vital organization is now virtually on life
support. Each recital usually costs between $3500—
$5000 (including artists* fees, accommodation, and
venue rental.) Single ticket sales are considerably less
than $1000. We have not made money on a recital in
years, and have only rarely broken even. Recent concert-
sharing schemes, such as the concerts co-sponsored over
the last two seasons by the CSO and U of C Music De-
partment, while giving us larger audiences, have not
been financial successes.

We have also not been able to rely on govern-
ment grants to cover any shortfall and, in any
case, the grants are never enough to cover the
total cost of any one concert. No doubt, any
money received is a help, but we need another
revenue stream to really make things secure.
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Iceberg Ahead (cont)

However it is not the financial viability of the organization which is the most alarming. At Frédéric
Champion'‘s recital at Christ Church on April 9, there were six members in the audience. Yes, people
are very busy and it is impossible to program recitals at a date and time and place which will satisfy
everyoneWhatever the reason, this is a trend which shows no sign of turning around. Our decreasing
membership means that filling executive Committee positions has become almost impossible; our de-
creasing membership means that we have fewer and fewer resources to pay for advertising, printing,
and incidental expenses; our decreasing membership means that we can no longer run a viable, artis-
tically exciting and enviable concert series.

So the question looms: what is to become of the CSO? The very strong feeling on the Executive Com-
mittee is that we need to seriously consider wrapping up the organization. This is a process which will
take time, and we propose to open the conversation at the AGM in early September. There is some
small hope that we may yet galvanize our members and attract new ones. If we don‘t, we have no

hope of surviving.

Rev. Leighton Lee

FARMERS AND ORGANISTS: OUT STANDING IN THEIR FIELDS? Chellan Hoffman, President

It occurred to me, while thinking and driving through the streets of Calgary on my daily sojourn, that my job as
an organist is very similar to my father's lifetime work as a farmer.

In the field of Fields, my dad absolutely loved his role as a farmer. The pay was sparse, the hours were long, but
I don‘t think he would have traded it for anything. The chance to work outdoors, to be your own boss, to dance
with Mother Nature, to trouble-shoot through new problems everyday, and grow food for the world was a career
unlike any other.

My mom and dad used to volunteer many hours at the Yorkton Western Development Museum in Saskatchewan.
They, along with many other like-minded enthusiasts, kept the story of the pioneers alive by preparing and pre-
senting the annual Threshermen‘s Show that took place for one weekend each summer. The volunteers restored
and maintained the threshing machines, steamers and gas tractors for demonstration and for the parade, they
stooked sheaves, threshed grain, ground flour with the wheat they had just reaped, baked loaves in the clay
oven and sold the steaming hot slices of bread with homemade rhubarb jam for 25¢. In the 1970s, there were
thousands of people who attended the shows. These days, when | can return to SK to attend the show, | see that
the crowds of thousands have to turned to hundreds, and | notice less tractors in the parade and more tractors
sitting in the sheds. The people who can safely operate these great machines are a dying breed. And the staff of
the museum wonders, -How many more years before there is no one left to carry on this legacy, this story?ll

I now understand that | have inherited the gene from my parents that magnifies the need to preserve an histori-
cal object through practical use and public awareness. | can‘t help it. Every time | am asked to substitute at a
church , accompany a local choir concert on the organ, play with an ensemble, play at an open house to demon-
strate the organ, | usually say yes. It doesn‘t seem to matter that my own schedule and my family‘s schedules
are bursting at the seams. From somewhere unbidden comes my answer to the plea of a minister or a music di-
rector, -Er, umh . . . Yes.ll Or I'll try to find someone who can.

If one organist is unavailable, and the next one says no, and | say | can‘t, WHO will carry on the legacy? Are
those inquiring directors going to give up on the organ next time? Is it just easier to use a piano? Will a local
choir or ensemble stop programming organ music into their Christmas concert because it's too much hassle to
find someone to play? Or too much hassle to find a venue? Or too much hassle for the organist to get access to
the organ?
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I have never feared extinction before, but as the rate of organist vacancies quickly exceeds the number of musi-
cians who can fill these positions here in Calgary, what's going to happen to the wonderful and quirky organs that
are patiently waiting for their operators? When are the barn doors finally going to close? Is the organ going to sit in
the shed beside the old Case steamer, gathering dust and pigeons because there are no capable people left to oper-
ate it?

As the CSO Concert Series comes to a close this year, and we see the audience numbers dwindling, how can we
possibly keep planning the parades? There are hardly enough people to plan one parade, fund it, participate in it,
and stand along the street and clap. Maybe it‘s time to change the direction of the horses. It's time to start farming
and living simply. We need to find our seeds, and start planting. We need to teach others how to find seeds and
start planting. We need to broaden the ranks of existing teachers who are already nurturing a good number of new
plants. We need to tend our fields together and enjoy simple 25¢ slices of fun: Organ Clubs that don‘t cost a thing
to produce, but promote a sense of community and learning; Barn Raising events that help our church neighbours
calm their overwhelmed pianist/organists with a few free organ lessons. It's a small-town attitude that hopefully can
find place inside our big and bustling city.

Never did | think that my path to playing the organ had much to do with my parents' farming backgrounds, but oh,
it does. Operating and preserving a 1923 Fairbanks Morse tractor with 1.5 horsepower, 3 gears and a throttle is not
so different from playing a 1952 Casavant, with a 1 HP blower, 3 manuals and a crescendo pedal.

From the hymn-tune Wir Pflugen come the words that bind our voices together every Thanksgiving: -We plough the
fields and scatter the good seed on the groundll - deep-rooted and meaningful words for farmer and organist.

Calgary Organ Event

Neil Cockburn
Artistic Director

As reported in the last
RCCO Calgary Centre
newsletter, Calgary was
losing the Mount Royal
University  Conserva-
tory‘'s Summer Organ
Academy and the Can-
tos Music Foundation‘s
Organ a la Carte due to
challenges in hosting
these events. How-
ever, several organiza-
tions have been work-
ing through the winter
under the guidance of
Neil Cockburn to pre-

sent something new to Calgary. Neil is pleased
to announce that with the partnership of the Cal-
gary Philharmonic Orchestra, Calgary Society of
Organists, Cantos Music Foundation, The Cathe-

dral Church of the Redeemer, RCCO Calgary,
and the University of Calgary Department of
Music along with the sponsorship of the Alberta
Foundation for the Arts and the EPCOR CEN-
TRE for the Performing Arts, the Calgary Or-
gan Festival and Symposium will be held in
Calgary from September 29 to October 4,
2010.

The concept behind the Calgary Organ Festival
and Symposium is to walk in the footsteps of a
great tradition of international pipe organ
events in Calgary, celebrating the past and sa-
luting the future. This city is blessed with an
enviable collection of unique and celebrated
organs, and a thriving and supportive commu-
nity.

Continued page 4
The festival will bring together some of the
world's leading organists, emerging artists and



Calgary Organ Festival and Symposium continued...

distinguished thinkers and writ-
ers. It is to be a musical celebra-
y tion of the King of Instruments
and an examination of the organ
¥ and its place in the music com-
munity and society in general.
It is also a chance for these
seven organizations to work to-
gether to present a world-class
event for Calgarians. -The Cal-
gary Organ Festival and Sympo-
sium will bring a wealth of talent
to our City to share with music-loving Calgarians,ll
says Artistic Director Neil Cock-
burn, head of Organ Studies at
the Mount Royal Conservatory.
-It will also provide a unique
post-competition performance |
opportunity to help young pro-
fessionals on their career jour-
ney.ll

Allan Morrison

The Festival will feature public
performances by acclaimed or-
ganists Alan Morrison from the
Curtis Institute in Philadelphia, David Briggs from
the United Kingdom and now the United States,
and Margaret Phillips from the United Kingdom.

Margaret Phillips

Equally important will be the Symposium: a meet-

ing place for the sharing and dis-
3 l".' cussion of ideas. The keynote
|_"/address will be given by re-
nowned author and Lutheran
theologian Dr. Marva Dawn and
will continue with lectures, work-
shops, and paper presentations
dedicated to all aspects of the
pipe organ profession today, in-
cluding aspects of keyboard

David Briggs

pedagogy, the business aspects
of the music profession
(copyright, contracts), and the
organist as church musician.

Finally, three outstanding young
artists will be offered a career-
enhancing opportunity to per-
form in this new festival as well
as a package of mentoring op-
portunities and career develop-
ment workshops. They will be
selected from nominations made by organ profes-
sionals and instructors at the world‘'s most prestig-
ious Colleges and Conservatories; prize-winners of
international organ competitions will also be consid-
ered.

Marva Dawn

If you are interested in participating in the sympo-
sium, there is a call for Proposals for 20-minute
presentations followed by a question period. Your
submission must be received by May 15, 2010. The
final programme will be announced by June 15,
2010. The Call For Proposals and the final pro-
gramme will be announced on the web site and via
Twitter, Facebook, and musicological email an-
nouncement lists (see below).

All information and tickets can be found at:
Calgary Organ Festival and Symposium
Hosted by Mount Royal Conservatory

Artistic Director: Neil Cockburn
www.mtroyal.ca/organfestival

http://twitter.com/MRUOrgan

http://www.facebook.com/MRUOrgan

http:

rcco calgary

Royal Canadian College of Organisis - Calgary Cenire
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Calgary Festival and

Symposium schedule

Wednesday September 29
Rozsa Centre, University of Calgary

8PM
Festival Gala Opening Concert: Mar-
garet Phillips

Thursday September 30
Wyatt Recital Hall at MRU
Free noon-hour concert 12:10 PM

Rozsa Centre, University of Calgary
Young Artist Platform Concert 8 PM

Friday October 1
(Symposium Begins)
Knox United Church
Young Artist Platform Concert 12:10
PM

Cathedral Church of the Redeemer 8
PM
Festival Celebrity Artist Concert:
David Briggs

Saturday October 2
(Symposium Continues)
Organ Crawl 9 AM

Grace Presbyterian Church
Young Artist Platform Concert 4 PM

Jack Singer Concert Hall 8 PM
Saint-Saéns Organ Symphony
CPO with Frédéric Champion

Sunday October 3, 2010
Cathedral Church of the Redeemer
10:30 AM
Festival Eucharist with Organist,
David Briggs

Cantos Collection Tours 1:30 PM and
3 PM

Knox United Church 7:30 PM

Pipes Around the Pacific

International Organ Festival
RCCO Convention in Victoria, BC
July 18-22, 2010

Thrill to the internationally acclaimed recitalists
Tong-Soon Kwak
Chairman of the church music department at Yonsei
University in Seoul, Korea

Paul Jacobs
Chairman of the Organ Department at the Julliard
School, New York

David Palmer
Professor of Organ, University of Windsor, Ontario

Philippe Bélanger
Titular organist, St. Joseph‘s Oratory, Montreal, Que-
bec

Premier of commissioned works:
Alan Matheson - flugelhorn and organ
Larry Nickel - choral work

You are invited to attend this exciting event in Victoria,
B.C. A reminder to reqgister before April 30th for the
discounted rate. Hotels have limited space, so the
sooner you book the better.

Please see the website www.rcco2010.ca for complete
information, registration materials, accommodation
details, and a link to our travel agent.

Advertising.

April 30 is also the deadline to submit advertising ma-
terial for the festival programme. Please see the ap-
propriate webpage www.rcco2010.ca/advert.htm, or

contact David Berry, editor at davidberry@shaw.ca for

further information.

Displays
Businesses or individuals wishing to rent display space
in the exhibits hall should go to www.rcco2010.ca/
display.htm for details, or contact Fran Pollet, exhibits
coordinator at music@firstmetvictoria.com.

-It's going to be a wonderful event!
We hope to see you in July!ll

Page 5
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FULL-DAY CHORAL WORKSHOP

PRESENTED BY THE
ROYAL CANADIAN COLLEGE OF ORGANISTS, CALGARY CENTRE

WITH
STEPHANIE MARTIN

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AT
CHURCH OF SAINT MARY MAGDELENE,
TORONTO, ONTARIO

SATURDAY, JUNE 19TH, 2010
KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3704 37th Street SW

9.30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

INCLUDES:
*Lecture/Presentation *Lunch
*Choral Workshop *Worship Service

* optional discount tickets to SuperSonic Men's Choir concert
(8:00 p.m. @ Cathedral Church of the Redeemer)

REGISTRATION options:
1. online at www.rccocalgary.org (credit card)
2. mail-in registration form (cheque)

(detach this portion for mail-in)

Choral Workshop MAIL-IN REGISTRATION FORM

Make cheques payable to: Royal Canadian College of Organists
Mail to: Howard Janzen (Treasurer)
6311 Crowchild Trail SW, Calgary, AB, T3E 5R6

Name:

Address:

Phone: e-mail:

Church:

Please indicate how you would like to participate by circling all that apply:

Soprano Alto Tenor Bass

Organist Conductor Accompanist Instrumentalist ( )
Registration fee: RCCO member ($20) non-member ($25) (includes workshop, lunch and cost of music)
Optional Ticket for SuperSonic Men's Choir Concert (+$15/$10): (this is a special Adult/Student-Senior price for

workshop registrants)

Total enclosed: $




WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

9.30 Morning coffee and chit-chat
10.00 Power Point Presentation, Lecture and Discussion

Part I: Life and Legacy of Healey Willan
* stories, photographs, and manuscripts drawn from
research at the National Archives.

Part II: The Nature of Worship and Liturgy
* Discussion: How do we recruit choristers and sustain
our choral community?

12.30 Lunch (included in registration fee)

1.30 Choral and Conducting Workshop
* Singers, conductors, organists, instrumentalists: The choir will prepare hymn arrangements and
choral works by various composers including Willan and Martin for the afternoon Worship Service.
Those wishing to conduct will have the opportunity to rehearse with the choir and conduct in the
service. Organists and instrumentalists will have the opportunity to share the playing of hymns,
prelude, offertory, postlude and choir accompaniments.

3.30 Break
4.00  Worship Service
6.00 Dinner (optional) - location to be decided that day

8.00 Concert (optional) - SuperSonic Men's Choir
presents "Psalms and Psongs"
@ Cathedral Church of the Redeemer
(corner of 7th Avenue SE and 1st Street SE, on the LRT line)

Tickets are $15/$10 for choral workshop participants.
($25/%$20 at the door)

Meet Stephanie Martin

Composer, teacher, performer and church musician, Stephanie Martin has contributed to the Toronto’s colourful
music scene for 25 years.

As Artistic Director of Pax Christi Chorale since 1996, Martin has led this 85-voice choral group in memorable
performances of the great works of the Oratorio repertoire. Recently in Vancouver, she received an honorary
membership in the Elgar Society, and holds the distinction of being the first Canadian woman to conduct a full
performance of Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius.

Martin serves as Music Director of the Church of Saint Mary Magdalene in Toronto where she recently recorded
several of Healey Willan’s “lost” manuscripts. Resident women’s chant group Schola Magdalena recorded their first
CD O Gracious Light.

Associate Professor of music at York University, Martin holds degrees from the University of Toronto and Wilfrid
Laurier University, and is an Associate of the Royal Canadian College of Organists.



Calgary Organ Positions Available

Good Shepherd Church (Moravian) on 64th Street NW is looking for a music director/organist. Contact
Pastor Rick 274-4888 or Lee Workun at 274-8065. or Ann Turrell at 403-274-4496.

St. Francis Church in downtown Calgary is looking for a piano player for his church services. If you or any-
one you know is interested in this opportunity please contact Father Joseph directly at jo-
seph@stfranciscalgary.org.

Scarboro United Church is looking for an organist/choir accompanist. Responsibilities will include accom-
panying the choir during Thursday evening choir rehearsals, and playing the service on Sunday mornings,
including Prelude, Postlude, Offertory, hymns, and choir anthem. The position may include more responsi-
bilities with regard to the weekly service planning, as agreed upon between the organist/accompanist and
music director, and the planning and music preparation for funerals and weddings, as scheduled. Interested
applicants please reply to Liz Paynter at arts@scarborounited.ab.ca, or (403) 244-1161.

Hillhurst United Church is seeking a pianist/organist to begin in September. The church has a 3-manual
pipe organ and uses both traditional and comtemporary styles. 6-8 hrs. per week. Contact Brenda Simpson
at 403-284-5845. Also please check http://rccocalgary.org for a detailed listing.

As of January 1, 2010, a vacancy exists on the music team of the Cathedral Church of the Redeemer
which the Rector and Wardens are seeking to fill as soon as possible. As the Cathedral Church of the Angli-
can Diocese of Calgary it hosts many services of civic and diocesan importance.

The organ is a 3 manual Casavant which was fully restored in 2002. The choir comprises eight paid section
leads and parish volunteers. The exact duties of the position may be tailored according to the experience
and interests of the appointed candidate. A re gular weekly commitment is possible, but our staffing situa-
tion can allow a part-time appointment - in both cases the rank is negotiable. This position would suit an
Assistant/Associate Organist or a student Organ Scholar.

For suitably qualified candidates, the role of assistant choirmaster may be combined with this appointment.
The essential skill the successful candidate will possess is an ability to accompany both the congregation and
choir on the organ.

Suitable candidates will be contacted for an interview and audition. The stipend is negotiable, depending on
qualifications and time commitment and will be in accordance with RCCO standards. The starting date will
be mutually agreeable to the successful candidate and the Cathedral. Please submit a letter of application,
along with curriculum vitae to:
The Rev'd Leighton Lee, Rector
The Cathedral Church of the Redeemer 604 — 1st Street SE Calgary, AB T2G 5H8 Canada
Telephone: 403-269-1905 Fax: 403-269-5391 leighton.lee@anglicancathedralcalgary.ca.
Please include _Music Department Vacancy’ in the subject heading.

Organist Positions continued next page

|
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RCCO Calgary Centre and CSO Executive

President Chellan Hoffman
Vice President Colin Redekop
Secretary Ondrea Mann
Treasurer Howard Janzen
CSO Concerts Leighton Lee
Webmaster Carlos Foggin
Newsletter Rick Vander Woude

rccocalgarycentre@shaw.ca

www.rccocalgary.org

Member Activities

This area will be used to highlight some of the activi-

ties of our local organists and job related needs.

e Colin Redekop has been nominated for the Regional
Director of the prairie region for the National RCCO
committee.

e Neil Cockburn has been nominated as 2nd Vice Presi-
dent for the RCCO national committee.

e Johnson Philip is available to sub (403) 569-4040.

e Colleen Athparia, experienced organist, church musi-
cian and accompanist is available to sub. (403) 287-

Organist Positions Available (continued)

The Anglican Parish of Christ Church, Calgary,
AB (received March 15, 2010)

The Anglican Parish of Christ Church, Calgary seeks
an Assistant Organist to work with, and be account-
able to the Director of Music and Clergy. Christ
Church is a thriving Anglican community with a
proud choral and musical tradition, which strives to
provide services of high musical, theological and li-
turgical quality. In addition to its regular Sunday
commitments the choir sings in other venues and
has completed three singing tours to British cathe-
drals since 1999 with another tour planned for the
summer of 2011. The successful candidate will:
have proficiency playing a three manual mechanical
action organ; possess good organ skills, either as an
advanced organ student; or someone seeking a
more challenging situation; be willing to learn a
large repertoire of music in the Anglican tradition.

Calendar of Events

The candidate will, as a minimum: rehearse with the
choir for two hours on Thursday and forty-five to
sixty minutes before each Service; rehearse, as nec-
essary, with the Director of Music; accompany the
children‘s choir for three services per month, and the
adult choir for three morning services and one Even-
song per month; be available for extra rehearsals,
services, weddings, funerals, and concerts if re-
quired. Salary to be negotiated in accordance with
qualification and RCCO scale. Position available ef-
fective Sept. 1, 2010. Please submit a cover letter
and resume by July 1 to: Margaret Newman, Direc-
tor of Music, Christ Church, 3602-8 St. S.W., Cal-
gary, AB T2T 3A7. Tel: 403-243-4680 ext. 31

Email: f-newman@shaw.ca.

May

May 31, RCCO Membership Renewals due.
More Information Click Here

June 13, Member BBQ and Executive MeE’rg

[June 19, Stephanie Martin Workshop |

[July 18-22, National RCCO Convention, Victoria BC |
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